
Session 11:  Pontius Pilate - The Troubled 
Politician 

Key Passages
Matthew 27:11-18; Mark 15:1-5; Luke 23:1-5; John 18:33-38 
- Pilate Questions Jesus 
Luke 23:6-25 - Pilate tries to "pass the buck" by sending 
Jesus to Herod 
Matthew 27:19-25 - Pilate Washes His Hands 
Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:25; John 19:16 - Pilate 
Hands Over Jesus 

While reading, write down any questions you have or things that stand out to you. 

Questions for Reflection  

1. What do you think was Pilate's main motivation or concern that influenced his decision-making 
process? 

2. What kept Pilate from doing what he thought was right? 

3. Pilate's wife had a dream that disturbed her (Matthew 27:19) and led her to tell her husband what he 
ought to do. Why do you think Pilate chose not to listen to her advice?  



Kitchen Table Questions 

Share about a time that you decided to act or speak up to make a difference in a situation or for another 
person or group of people. What compelled you to take action? 

Share about a time that you failed to act or not spoken up when it could have made a difference in a 
situation. What kept you from acting? 

Due February 14:  
Have the Apostles' Creed memorized. Be ready to write it down or say it out loud by memory. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended to hades*; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended to heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he will come to judge the quick** and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian*** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
*quick = some versions say "living" 
**hades = some versions say "hell" 
***Christian: some versions say "catholic," meaning universal 


